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18015 he wrote to his mother that he had received "proposals
of a very flattering nature" to settle as assistant lecturer in
chemistry, with the prospect of shortly becoming the sole
professor in the Royal Philosophical Institution, "an
appointment as honourable as any scientific appointment
in the kingdom, with an income of at least 500 1. a year,"
. . . "You will all, I dare say, be glad to see me amongst the
Royalists, but I will accept no appointment except upon the
sacred terms of independence"
In February he went to London to negotiate with
Rumford, He reported to his mother that the terms of the
engagement had been settled satisfactorily, and that he had
been kindly met by Sir Joseph Banks, Count Rumford and
Mr. Henry Cavendish. He was appointed Assistant
Lecturer in Chemistry, Director of the Laboratory, and
Assistant Editor of Journals, with the allowance of a room,
coal and candles for lodging, and a salary of one hundred
guineas per annum; rather less than the five hundred
pounds mentioned in his first letter, but a very fine sum for
a man of his years and interests.
Paris writes that Rumford was not immediately im-
pressed by Davy's personality and manners. Rumford
had him lecture in the smaller theatre as a test. After
hearing him speak he exclaimed: "Let him command any
arrangements which the Institution can afford." Paris
writes that "Davy's uncouth appearance and address sub-
jected him to many other mortifications on his first arrival
in London. There was a smirk on his countenance, and a
pertness in his manner, which, although arising from the
perfect simplicity of his mind, were considered as indicating
an unbecoming confidence."
Davy had written to his mother that he was getting among
the Royalists. Almost immediately after his appointment
at the Royal Institution he was elected a member of the
Tepidarian Society, whose membership consisted of twenty-
five of the most violent republicans of the day. The name
of the society arose from the tastes of the members, who at
their meetings drank tea only. It is said that the swift growth
of Davy's popularity was largely due to the Tepidarians.